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In the Claims 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A method for cbnmiutttoating between first and second tutlifce 
systems, comprising the steps of: 

generating information at the first system m a first data mfinmatidn format that is native 

to the first system; 

5 converting with k first conversion system in a first conversion operation the generated 

information to a master space fortnat such that a first converted information transmission is generated; 
transmitting the first converted information to a master information system; 
in response to receiving the first converted information at the master information system, 
routing the received first converted information to a second conversion system in_a_ the master data 
10 system format; 

at the second conversion system, converting the information transmitted thereto from the 
master feta sp ac e format to a second data inf o rmation format in a second conversion operation to 
provide a second converted information transmission, the second data iufinuialion format being native 
to the second system; and 

1 5 routing the second converted information transmission to the second system X {[J] 

and wherein the masterdata format comprises a finite length date packet having* unkroe 
vfl^e that has a r elationship between the uni que value and information in a relational datab^ft wftfcfr 
f£ rtf qnfl gi^ftfl d conversion operations are associated with the relatio nal database, such that COttversion 
from the first data format to the tnas fer date fonnattttilizes the information in the relational drtabjise ffld 

20 conversion of the information in the maste r data format to the second data format uttHres iflformatiQQ 
in the relational database. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 1, wherein the master dgjg space format 
comprises a universal data format through which all information is processed between the first and 
second conversion systems such that unlike information in unlike formats between gnsof the first and 
second conversion systems system can be made compatible with the other of the first and second 
5 ponversion systems. 
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Claims 3 - 4 (Cancelled) 

Claim 5 (Currently AmMifetf); The method of Claim 1, and further comprising the step of 
modifying the information received from the first system at the master information system prior to 
converting it to the second data wnVei U^hifoimation format for transmission to the second system in 
the second conversion system in accordance with a predetermined modification algorithm. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim JL [{4]], wherein each of the finite length 
data packets have associated therewith in the unique value a classification system, such that the unique 
value classifies the information contained therein in a predetermined hierarchal structure. 

Claim 7 (Original): The method of Claim 6, wherein each of the unique finite length data 
packets is divided into a plurality of portions, at least one portion associated with an entity that is 
permanently associated with the data packet. 

Claim 8 (Original): The method of Claim 7, wherein at least another portion of the finite length 
data packet is associated with an entity or system that created the overall data packet. 

Claim 9 (Original): The m^odofClaim7,where^ 
is associated with an item or an object that is uniquely defined by the finite length data packet. 

Claim 10 (Original): The method of Claim 7, wherein each portion of the finite length data 
packet is associated with information that is contained within the relational database and associated 
therewith. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim_L [[4]], wherein the finite length data 
packet has a universal format associated with the master information system as the master data format 
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such that each of the first and second data conversion system can determine the relationship between 
each of the finite length data packets and information stored in a relational database. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim JL [[4]] f wherein the generated 
information at the first system in the first data format comprises a plurality of the finite length data 
packets arranged as a transaction packet. 

Claim 13 (Original): The method of Claim 12, wherein at least one of the finite length data 
packets comprises a value that is associated with a process that is utilized in the conversion operation 
in either the first or second conversion system. 

Claim 14 (Original); The method of Claim 12, wherein at least one of the finite length data 
packets in the transaction packet is associated with a data value in the relational database. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): A method for communicating with first and second unlike 
systems to an unlike master information system for processing of information therein, comprising the 
steps of: 

generating first information at the first system in a first data iufuuuatiuu format that is 
5 native to the first system; 

generating second information at the second system in a second data information format 
that is native to the second system; 

converting with a first conversion system in a first conversion operation the first 
generated information to a master data space format such that a first converted information transmission 
10 is generated; 

transmitting the first converted information to the master information system; 

converting with a second conversion system in a second conversion operation the 
generated information to the master data space format such that a second converted information 
transmission is generated; 

1 5 transmitting the second converted information to the master information system; and 
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in response to receiving the first and second converted information at tite master 
information system, processing the received first and second converted information in the master 
system format in accordance with a predeteimmed processing algorithm to provide a resulU O 

? ^ wWin the tn&terd * * format crtmnriaes a fihite length dmaifrcket having antique 
20 value that has a relationship ^etwe^h th e unique value and information in a ttfofrwt datftftflgfc WW 
finrt and second conversion on i ons ate associated with the refatjQPal dftfrhm fiucft that WYM?" 
frnm thefirst data formatto the n ^ 

^y ^inn from the se c ond data format to the master daft format wtfMwur the mfitnnatfQH in tfrff 
relafanal datatype, 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim 1 5, wherein the master sJgtg space format 
comprises a universal da& format through which all information is processed from die first and second 
conversion systems such that unlike information in unlike formats from one Pf the first and second 
conversion systems can be made compatible with the other of the first and Sgcpnd pon ye^giftn, SjYSt^y 
5 master space foimai. 

Claims 17 - 18 (Cancelled) 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim J£ [[18]], wherein each of the finite 
length data packets have associated therewith in the unique value a classification system, such that the 
unique value classifies the infortnation contained therein in a predetermined hierarchal structure. 

Claim 20 (Original): The method of Claim 19, wherein each of the unique finite length data 
packets is divided into a plurality of portions, at least one portion associated with an entity that is 
permanently associated with the data packet 

Claim 21 (Original): The method of Claim 20, wherein at least another portion of the finite 
length data packet is associated with an entity or system that created the overall data packet 
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Claim 22 (Original): The method of Claim 20, wherein one portion of the finite leogth data 
packet is associated with an item or an object that uniquely defiftod by the finite length data packet. 

Claim 23 (Original): The inethod of Claim 20, wherein each portion of the finite Length data 
packet is associated with information that is contained within the relational database and associated 
therewith. 

Claim 24 (Currently Amended): The method of Claim [[1 *]], wherein the finite length data 
packet has a universal data format associated with the master information system as the master data 
format such that each of the first and second data conversion systems can determine the relationship 
between each of the finite length data packets and information stored in a relational database, 

Claini25 (Currently Attended): The method of Claim JS [[18]]> wherein the ftrrtaiid second 
generated information at the respective one of the first and second conversion systems in thertspective 
first or second data format comprises a plurality of the finite length data packets arranged as a 
transaction packet. 

Claim 26 (Original): TT& method of Claim 25, wherein at least one of the finite length data 
packets comprises a value that is associated with a process that is utilized in the conversion operation 
in either the first or second conversion systems. 

Claim 27 (Original): The itteffiod of Claim 25, wherein at least one of the finite teagth data 
packets in the transaction packet is associated with a data value in the relational database. 
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Claim28 (Currently Amebded): A method for communicating between first and secondurilike 

systems, comprising the steps of: 

generating information at the first system in afirst da^ iufuimatton format that is native 

to the first system; 

5 converting with afirst conversion system in a first conversion operation me generated 

information to a master o&a sp** format compatible with a first master information system and 
recognizable thereby, such that a first converted ^formation transmission is generated; 

transmitting the first converted mformation to the first master information system; 
in response to receiving the first converted information at me first master information 
1 0 system, converting the received first converted information to a form recognizable by a second master 
information system in the master data space format as master converted first converted information in 
a first master conversion operation; 

in response to receiving the master converted first converted information at the second 
master information system, routing the received master converted first converted informationtoa second 
1 5 conversion system in the master dj^ space format; 

at the second conversion system, corivertmgtheinforrnation transmitted theretofiom the 
master data space format to a second data infmmati o i i format in a second conversion operation to 
provide a second converted ^formation transmission, the second data iuiUuialiGn format being native 
to the second system; and 
20 routing the second converted information transmission to the second systems 

and wherein themaat r^» fa ™» tcn ^ 
va l ^. that h M a relatio n ship between the imimie value and information tn a first relational database, 
vhirh first ^vCTrinn nperatinn a ri rf first inaster cfmversion operation are associated With therflational 
database, such that conversion from the first data f ormat to the master data format BtMfog the 
25 information in the relational database and conv ersion of the iriformation in fte master data fon"41 
first ma^erir^orrnation system to me master date 
information in the relational database. 
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Claim 29 (Original); The method of Claim 28, wherein the master space format comprises a 
universal format through which all information is processed between the first and second systems such 
(hat unlike information in unlike formats between the first and second system can be made compatible 
with the other of the first and second systems. 

Claims 30-31 (Cancelled) 

Claim 32* (Currently Arfcfcfcded): The method of Claim 28* and forther comprising the step of 
modifying the information received from the first system at either the first or second master information 
systems prior to converting it to the second data con vex ted iiifaimati o n format for transmission to the 
second system in die second conversion system in accordance with a predetermined modification 
<flgorithm. 

Claim 33. (Currently Amended ): The method of Claim 2& 9*, wherein each of the finitelength 
data packets have associated therewith in die unique value a classification system, such that the unique 
value classifies the information contained therein in a predetermined hierarchal structure. 

. \ ; 

Claim 34 (Original); The method of Claim 33, wherein each of the unique finite length data 
packets is divided into a plurality of portions, at least one portion associated with an entity that is 
permanently associated with the data packet. 

Claim 35 (Original): The method of Claim 34, wherein at least another portion of the finite 
length data packet is associated with an entity or system that created the overall data packet. 

Claim 36 (Original): The method of Claim 34> wherein one portion of the finite length data 
packet is associated with an item or an object that is uniquely defined by the finite length data packet. 
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Claim 37 (Original): The method of Claim 34, wherein each portion of the finite length data 
packet is associated with information that is contained within the relational database and associated 
therewith. 

Claim 38 (Currendy Amended): The method of Claim 2& wherein the finite tengfh data 
packet has a universal format associated with the master information system as the master data format 
such that each of the first and second data conversion system can determine the relationship between 
each of the finite length data packets and information stored in a relational database. 

Claim 39 (Currendy Amended): The method of Claim 2£ [[31]]> wherein the generated 
information at the fust system i« #e first data format comprises a plurality of the finite lerigfli data 
packets arranged as a transaction packet. 

Claim 40 (Original): The method of Claim 39, wherein at least one of the finite length data 
packets comprises a value that is associated with a process that is utilized in the conversion operation 
in either the first or second conversion system. 

Claim 41 (Original): The method of Claim 39, wherein at least one of the finite length data 
packets in die transaction packet ts associated with a data value in the relational database. 

Claims 42 - 46 (Cancelled) 
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